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Campaign heats up

The Townsville Enterprise Convention Bureau Think Townsville campaign is well
underway. The Bureau has been busy presenting the benefits of hosting
business events to organisations throughout the city.

The message is working - a number of local businesses bending over backwards
to welcome representatives from two confirmed conferences.

Organisers of the International Pacific Marine Educators Conference and the
International Youth Coastal Conference visited this week to plan their upcoming
visits.

Cathy Oke from Professional Conference Organiser (PCO) Firestarter, is
preparing to bring 300 international and 100 Australian students and teachers to
Townsville for the International Youth Coastal Conference (IYCC) for four days in
October 2008.

Harry and Jane Breidahl from Nautilus Education will capitalise on the IYCC
presence - bringing a further 100 international teachers to the International
Pacific Marine Educators Conference for week long stay in the region.

Both conferences will be based at Jupiters — but the organisers are visiting a
number of accommodation providers throughout town to offer packages for a
diverse range of delegates.

Firestarter Conference Convener Cathy Oke said Townsville has a lot to offer
conference organisers — and delegates.

“We’ve spoken to everyone from Hermit Park Bus Services and Sunferries to a
range of hotels, venues and caterers — we’ll be using all these operators to run
these conferences. Our research indicates that 80% of the money delegates
spend during a conference stays in the region they visit,” Ms Oke said.



“We’ve been blown away. It’s surprised us how much Townsville offers, and the
quality of service and enthusiasm we’ve been greeted with. We’ve never
experienced service like this in any other cities we’ve toured.”

“We’re excited about the opportunity to work with the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority, AIMS, James Cook University and the Townsville City Council.
There are a lot of synergies with James Cook University with students potentially
looking at study opportunities.”

“It's the first time that these conferences have been held together and there’ll be
a lot of overlap between the two — we’ll be bringing in marine teachers and
students who will attend joint presentations and delegates will be encouraged to
form mentoring relationships prior to the conference.”

The story is just as positive for local organisations participating in the conference
schedule.

“This conference will create networking opportunities for similar organisations
around the world — and the opportunity to forge scientific partnerships,” Ms Oke
said.

Townsville Enterprise Convention Bureau Manager Julie Caspani said local
operators and industry stand to benefit from hosting these two conferences.

“Local operators are lining up to meet these conference organisers while they’'re
in town. Our message on the value of business events is getting through.
Business events aren’t just a boost to the economy - they also bring knowledge
sharing opportunities and enhance the international reputation of our city,” Ms
Caspani said.

Great Barrier Reef Marine Parks Authority Education and Interpretation Manager,
Fred Nucifora is looking forward to the benefits he foresees for the region as a
result of hosting these events.

“It's a wonderful opportunity for Townsville — and the region to host two very
significant environmental education events. It's going to provide fantastic
opportunities to the teaching fraternity and students of the North Queensland
region.”

“From our perspective, we truly appreciate and support the outcomes that these
conferences are trying to achieve. The students of today are the decision makers
of the future.”

“There are many knock on effects that come from hosting such an event — we’re
certainly supportive of the Think Townsville concept.”



“There are many social cultural benefits — there’ll be a broad mix of backgrounds
coming together to share knowledge from their environments which is a hugely
positive outcome from these events.”

“The Reef Education Unit is trying to meet four key outcomes — Environmental,
Social and Cultural, Economic, and Educational- these events meet our so
called triple bottom line plus one.”

The Convention Bureau is currently offering presentations on the value of hosting
a conference or convention in Townsville to any interested local organisations
and associations as part of the Think Townsville campaign. Contact the
Townsville Convention Bureau on (07) 4726 2728 to arrange a presentation.
ENDS

For more information contact Nathan Campbell on (07) 4726 2753 or 0434
182 765

Cathy Oke - Firestarter — 0439 997 717

Fred Nucifora — 07 4750 0881



